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The Chair of the Security Council Committee pursuant to resolutions 

1267 (1999) and 1989 (2011) concerning Al-Qaida and associated individuals and 

entities presents his compliments to the Permanent Representatives of Member States 

and to the Permanent Observers of Non-Member States to the United Nations and 

wishes to convey the following: 

On  10 February 2015, the Committee approved the addition of the entry 

specified below to its List of individuals and entities subject to the assets freeze, travel 

ban and arms embargo set out in paragraph 1 of Security Council resolution 2161 

(2014) adopted under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations. 

A. Individuals associated with Al-Qaida 

QI.C.347.15. Name: 1: DENIS 2: MAMADOU 3: GERHARD 4: CUSPERT 
Title: na Designation: na DOB: 18 Oct. 1975  POB: Berlin, Germany  Good quality a.k.a.: 
na  Low quality a.k.a.: Abu Talha al-Almani  Nationality: German  Passport no.: 
na  National identification no.: German national identification number 2550439611 issued in 
District Friedrichshain-Kreuzberg of Berlin, Germany, issued on 22 Apr. 2010, expires on 21 
Apr. 2020  Address: a) Syria/Turkey border area as at Jan. 2015  b) Karl-Marx-Str. 210, 
12055 Berlin, Germany (primary address).  Listed on: 11 Feb. 2015   Other information: 
Physical description: eye colour: brown; hair colour: black; height: 178cm; Tattoos: BROKEN 
DREAMS in letters (on back) and landscape of Africa (on right upper arm). Father’s name: 
Richard Luc-Giffard; Mother’s name: Sigrid Cuspert. European arrest warrant issued by 
investigating judge at the Federal Court of Justice of Germany, dated 14 May 2014 and 5 Dec. 
2014. 

In accordance with paragraph 36 of resolution 2161 (2014), the Committee has 

made accessible on its website the narrative summaries of reasons for listing of the above 

names, at the following URL: 

http://www.un.org/sc/committees/1267/individuals_associated_with_Al-Qaida.shtml. 

Copies of the narrative summaries of reasons for listing are attached to this note verbale.  



 
U N I T E D  N AT I O N S   N AT I O N S  U N I E S  PA G E       2 

 
 
 
 
 
 To obtain a fully updated version of the List of individuals and entities subject to 

the sanctions measures, Member States are encouraged to consult, on a regular basis, 

the Committee’s website at the following URL:  

http://www.un.org/sc/committees/1267/aq_sanctions_list.shtml. The Al-Qaida 

Sanctions List is available in HTML, PDF and XML format. 

 

 In accordance with paragraph 19 of resolution 1526 (2004), the Committee’s 

Secretariat automatically conveys updates of the Al-Qaida Sanctions List to States, 

regional and sub-regional organizations by e-mail shortly following the postings of 

such updates on the Committee’s website.  Member States are invited to submit any 

updated or new contact information for this purpose to the secretariat by e-mail to:  

SC-1267-Committee@un.org or fax: (+1-212) 963-1300/ (+1-212) 963-3778.  The 

Committee encourages all States to allow implementation of updates of the Al-Qaida 

Sanctions List based on e-mails, soft-copy notices, or website postings. 

 

 The Committee’s Al-Qaida Sanctions List is updated regularly on the basis of 

relevant information provided by Member States and international and regional 

organizations.  This is the fourth update of the List in 2015. 

 
 
 
       11 February 2015 

 
 
 
     

http://www.un.org/sc/committees/1267/aq_sanctions_list.shtml


NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR LISTING 

QI.C.347.15 Denis Mamadou Gerhard Cuspert          
 
Date on which the narrative summary became available on the Committee’s website: 11 February 2015 
 
Denis Mamadou Gerhard Cuspert was listed on 11 February 2015 pursuant to paragraphs 2 and 4 of 
resolution 2161 (2014) as being associated with Al-Qaida for “participating in the financing, planning, 
facilitating, preparing, or perpetrating of acts or activities by, in conjunction with, under the name of, on 
behalf of, or in support of”, “supplying, selling or transferring arms and related materiel to” and “recruiting 
for” Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant, listed as Al-Qaida in Iraq (QE.J.115.04). 
 
Additional information: 
 
Denis Mamadou Gerhard Cuspert, by acquiring training in handling firearms as well as obtaining, storing 
and passing firearms to others, committed a serious act of violent subversion against life, which is 
intended to impair and capable of impairing the existence or security of a state. Denis Cuspert is accused 
of murder for the attack on Sha'ar gas field, the Syrian Arab Republic on 17 July 2014 and of war crimes 
for killing of prisoners from the Shaitat tribe in August 2014.  
 
After leaving Germany on 21 June 2012, Denis Cuspert travelled to the Mersa Matruh area in Egypt to 
undergo training in handling firearms in armed conflict at a camp for militants. This is revealed in an 
online video dated 10 January 2014 entitled “A meeting between a Sheikh and a Mujahid on the field of 
honour”. In this video clip Denis Cuspert described individual stages of his trip to the Syrian Arab 
Republic. 
 
After travelling on to Libya, he continued his military training in the region around Darna with an unknown 
group of violent extremists. From early 2013 he trained new fighters in the Mersa Matruh area and 
acquired firearms and stored and passed them to the apprentice fighters for training purposes. 
After his militant training, Denis Cuspert travelled to the Syrian Arab Republic on several occasions and 
was involved in clashes between violent extremists or rebel insurgents and Syrian government forces in 
Aleppo. 
 
By at least August 2013 Denis Cuspert had joined Junud aI-Sham (not listed) and took part in battles in 
the Syrian coastal province of Latakia, close to the Turkish border. In August 2013, Junud al-Sham fought 
several battles against Syrian government forces. Among other operations the group was involved in a 
large-scale offensive targeting Alawite villages. Junud aI-Sham also had a presence in and to the north of 
the city of Aleppo. Junud al-Sham maintained close contact with AI-Nusrah Front for the People of the 
Levant (QE.A.137.14). It also had connections with Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), listed as 
Al-Qaida in Iraq (QE.J.115.04), and was working with both organizations in August 2013. Relations 
between ISIL and Junud al-Sham rapidly deteriorated; Denis Cuspert therefore left Junud al-Sham and 
joined ISIL by the late summer of 2013. At the end of August 2013 he was critically wounded during an air 
strike in the Syrian Arab Republic. 
 
On 6 August 2013 the Junud al-Sham video entitled "Syria Latakia Sopka Durin" appeared on the 
Internet. The video features the organization's emir Abu aI-Walid, alias Muslim (not listed), taking viewers 
on a tour of the conflict zone while describing military campaigns to conquer mountain posts in the Durin 
region near Latakia in the period around 5 August 2013. In this video Denis Cuspert can be seen in the 
background several times. In another video made at the same time and in the same place as the one 
mentioned above, Denis Cuspert appeared openly and described previous battles for enemy posts. On 
18 July 2014 three other videos were discovered on Facebook user accounts and YouTube in which 
Denis Cuspert can be seen or heard. The theme of the videos connected them with the ISIL conquest of 
the Sha’ar gas field near Homs in the Syrian Arab Republic. 
 
With his knowledge of the goals and ideologies of the above-mentioned terrorist organizations, Denis 
Cuspert made his own individual support to these organizations. He also provided media support for the 



organisations and worked in his role as a firearms trainer for the organizations, Denis Cuspert also 
continued to play an active role in fighting on behalf of lSIL even after his life- threatening injuries at the 
end of August 2013. 
 
Related listed individuals and entities: 
 
Al-Qaida (QE.A.4.01), listed on 6 October 2001 
Al-Qaida in Iraq (QE.J.115.04), listed on 18 October 2004 
AI-Nusrah Front for the People of the Levant (QE.A.137.14), listed on 14 May 2014 
 


